
 



   



 



 



 



Asian Centre for Human Rights 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C-3/441-C, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058, India 
Phone: +91-11-25620583, 25503624; Fax: +91-11-25620583 

 
3 October 2005 

 
Mr. Justice A S Anand 
Chairman 
National Human Rights Commission  
Faridkot House 
Copernicus Marg 
New Delhi-110001 
 
Subject: Complaint against killing of nine unarmed civilians – four including Daniel 
(Gentle) Sangma, a B.Sc final year student, a 16-year-old school student Dipok Shira of 
Dobasipara and Benedict Marak at Tura and five including Saffirel G Momin and Selden 
N Sangma at Williamnagar town, and injuring of hundreds of others in indiscriminate 
firing by personnel of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in these two towns in Garo 
Hills district of Meghalaya on 30 September 2005. 
 
Dear Justice Anand, 
 
I am writing to seek your personal and urgent intervention of the National Human Rights 
Commission against killing of nine unarmed civilians – four including Daniel (Gentle) 
Sangma, a B.Sc final year student, a 16-year-old school student Dipok Shira of 
Dobasipara and Benedict Marak at Tura and five including Saffirel G Momin and Selden 
N Sangma at Williamnagar town and injuring of hundreds of others in indiscriminate 
firing by personnel of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in these two towns in Garo 
Hills district of Meghalaya on 30 September 2005. 
 
The victims were protesting against shifting of Meghalaya Board of Secondary Education 
(MBOSE) office from Tura. 
 
At Tura, Meghalaya police personnel and CRPF personnel had cordoned off the entire 
Chandmari playground area prohibiting entry of persons into the playground but as the 
10:30 AM deadline approached for holding of the rally a group of students reportedly 
managed to break the security cordon and forcibly entered the rally venue. Within a 
couple of minutes the number of participants swelled from a few hundred to about three 
thousand. Tura Magistrate Charmingstar Sangma, who was on duty, reportedly appealed 
to the crowd to disperse saying that Section 144 CrPC was in force and permission had 
not been granted. He gave fifteen minutes time for the crowd to leave the field. 
Meanwhile, a clash between police personnel and a group of students when police 
personnel came to the field and tried to arrest Federation for A'chik Freedom (FAF) 
General Secretary Sengrak Marak. The CRPF personnel in retaliation fired tear gas onto 
the crowds while simultaneously ordering for a lathicharge. Within a minute or two there 
was mayhem as CRPF personnel started firing at the crowd. The firing lasted for over 
fifteen minutes. When the firing had stopped, several students and elderly persons lay on 
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the ground with bullet injuries and three persons, including a sixteen-year-old school 
student, died on the spot. Another civilian died on way to the hospital.  
 
At Williamnagar, a similar situation took place as protestors and police clashed over the 
denial to hold a procession from Rongrenggiri School Playground. As public clashed 
with the police, CRPF personnel opened fire indiscriminate killing three students on the 
spot. Another two students died in the hospital. Scores of students received serious bullet 
injuries and four were critically injured.  
 
Some of the deceased who fell victims of indiscriminate firing by CRPF personnel were 
identified as- Daniel (Gentle) Sangma, a B.Sc final year student, a 16-year-old school 
student Dipok Shira of Dobasipara and Benedict Marak at Tura and Saffirel G Momin 
and Selden N Sangma at Williamnagar.  
 
ACHR believes that indiscriminate firing by the CRPF personnel on unarmed civilians 
including women, children and elderly people both at Tura and Williamnagar was 
unwarranted, sheer disproportionate use of force and is a willful violation of the peoples’ 
right to life. Nowhere does Sections 129-131 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 
that deals with maintenance public order and tranquility empowers/allows the use of 
firearms to the point of causing death in dispersing assembly. The indiscriminate firing 
by the CRPF personnel is also a clear violation of Article 3 of the United Nations Code of 
Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials that stipulates the circumstances under which the 
officials may use force. 
 
I shall be grateful if the NHRC could kindly intervene into the matter and issue the 
necessary directions. 
 

- Direct the State government of Meghalaya and Ministry of Home Affairs to 
order a judicial probe into the killing of nine unarmed civilians – four at Tura 
and five at Williamnagar in Goro Hills district of Meghalaya on 30 September 
2005 and injuring of hundreds of others in indiscriminate firing by personnel 
of Central Reserve Police Force and report to the NHRC;  

 
- Direct the State government of Meghalaya and Ministry of Home Affairs to 

immediately arrest the accused Meghalaya police and CRPF personnel and 
initiate appropriate legal actions against them; 

 
- Direct the State government of Meghalaya and Ministry of Home Affairs to 

provide an interim compensation of Rs 500,000 (five lakhs) to the victims and 
the same should be recovered from the accused personnel;     

 
- Direct the State government of Meghalaya to provide free medical treatment 

to the injured victims till their complete recovery in a good hospital;  
 

- Direct the Ministry of Home Affairs and all State Governments to ensure 
compliance of provisions of Article 3 of the United Nations Code of Conduct 
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for Law Enforcement Officials that stipulates the circumstances under which 
the officials may use force. 

 
- Take any other measures that the NHRC deems fit. 

 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Suhas Chakma 
Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




