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Sirl1vIadam. 

With reference to your complaint dated 02/02/2012, I am directed to gay that the matter 
was considered by the Commission on 02/09/2015. The Comm ission has made the following 
directions. 

An intimation dated 20.1.2012 was received from the Control Incharge, Office of SP 
(RZtral), Sural, Gujarat regarding the death of UTP Natwarbhai Patel, 29 years in the 
custody ofSub Jail, Olpad, Surat on 19.1.2012. 

On the above intimation, the Commission called for requisite reports from the 
concerned authorities. 

Shri Tejang Chakma and Upendra Kumar had sent separate complaints in the matter 
seeking Commission's intervention and appropriate action. The said two complaints 
were clubbed together with this case. 

As per report, the deceased prisoner was lodged in the jail since 22.12.2011. On 
19.1 .2012, at about 7AM, the guard incharge ofthe jailfound the deceased dead due to 
hanging with the rope tied with toilet doorframe. 

During inquest, the witnesses opined that the deceased committed kCide by hanging.
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The post mortem report revealed ligature marks around the neck:> The cause ofdeath 
was opined to be Asphyxia due to hanging. A magisterial enquiry regarding the death. 
of the above named prisoner was conducted by the Principal Civil Judge and Judicial 
Magistrate, First Class, Olpad. During enquiry, the Magistrate examined wife and two 
brothers ofthe deceased besides others and they had raised no suspicion on the death oj 
the deceased. The Magistrate concluded that the deceased committed suicide by 
hanging himselffrom the door frame ofthe toilet with the help ofa rope . There was no 
foul play in the matter. 

After careful consideration ofreports on record the Commission vide proceedings dated 
12.6.14 observed and directed as under :­

"As the prisoner was in the care and protection 0/ the Stale, the Stale was responsible 
for his protection and safety during its custody in the jail but the jail officials who were 
employees of the Stale Government failed to ensure the protection and safety of the 
prisoner. For the above reasons, the Commission directs that a notice be issued to the 
State Government ofGujarat through its ChiefSecretary to show cause within six weeb 
as- to why monetary relief/compensation in a sum ofRs. 3,00,000/· (Rupees Three Lakhs) 
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be not directed to be paid by the State Government ofGujarat to the next of kin of the 
deceased prisoner Natwarbhai Patel Sio Jagjeevanbhai Patel. /I 

As reply to the Show Cause Notice issued by the Commission was not received despite 
sufficient opportunity being provided the Commission vide proceedings dated 2.3.15 
observed and directed as under ;­

"Despite sufficient opportunities having been given to the State Government ofGujarat, 
no response has been received from its Chief Secretary. The silence of the State 
Authorities is no answer to the effect ofcommission ofsuicide by the deceased UTP due 
to lack of'vtgilance and alertness imide thejail custody. Admittedly, the jail authorities 
0/ the Sub Jail, Olpad have failed to ensure sifety of the prisoner imide the jail who 
finding the loopholes in the vigilance on the prisoners could manage to end his life. For 
the loss of life, the State is nOJ.1l under strict liability to make compensation. 
Accordingly, let the Chief Secretary to the Government ofGujarat make a payment cd 
compensation cfRs. 3 lakhs as recommended to the next ofJan ofthe deceased prisoner 
and submit compliance with a proof of payment within six weeks positively. The 
compliance report should also indicate action, ifany taken against the officials found to 
be negligent andfurther steps taken to prevent repetition ofsuch incidents in future. /I 

SP, SuratiRural), Gujarat vide communication dated 21.4.15 has submitted compliance 
report alongwith proof ofpayment. According to the report a sum ofRs. 3. 00 lakhs as 
per recommendations a/the Commission has been paid to the daughter ofthe deceased. 
A copy 0/ the proof of payment has also been submitted. In regard to steps taken to 
prevent such repetitions of such incidents in future as per the report a letter has been 
written by the Office ofthe Home Department, Gandhi Nagar to the jail authorities so 
as to instruct the appropriate authority for the same. 

As the compliance report alongwith proqf of payment and steps taken to prevent 
repetitions of such incidents in future has been submitted by the State of Gujarat, no 
further action by the Commission is calledfor. Reports are taken on record. The case is 
closed. 

A copy ofthis proceedings be sent to the Dy. Director/Media & Communication) of the 
Commission. 
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